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Report Highlights: 

A highly erratic southwest monsoon in 2015 followed by a relatively warm winter has affected 

agricultural production across India.  The prospect of an above normal monsoon coupled with an 

adequate seed supply has raised expectations for a large 2016 Kharif and subsequent Rabi crop. Low 

reservoir levels and a recent, strong heatwave continue affecting the existing Rabi crop. 
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General Information:  

Monsoon 2016 – Above Normal Rainfall Expected 

On April 12, 2016, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) published its first long-range rainfall 

forecast for the upcoming 2016 southwestern monsoon (June to September).  The second forecast is 

expected in June.  As per the IMD forecast, the monsoon season rainfall is likely to be 106 percent of 

the long-period average.  This is categorized as above normal rainfall for the country. For more details 

refer to the IMD First Long Range Forecast Monsoon 2016 

  

Heat Wave Affecting Parts of the Country 

The IMD’s most recent public weather report continues featuring a heat and severe heat wave that is 

touching much of the country’s agricultural belt.  Per the report, maximum and minimum temperatures 

have been above normal and are forecast to remain above normal; especially above-average minimal 

temperatures, into mid-May. 

  

Monsoon 2015 – Lower than Average Rainfall for a Second Consecutive Year 

During the 2015 southwestern monsoon, the cumulative rainfall was 14 percent below normal. While 

the monsoon onset was on time, the rainfall received during the season was below average.  The 

accumulated average rainfall was 760.6 mm while the normal average rainfall was 887.5 mm.  In 2014, 

India experienced a deficient monsoon, as well.  The states most affected by the below-average rainfall 

are Maharashtra, Telangana, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, 

and parts of Karnataka, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh.   

  

Post 2015 Monsoon (Oct/Dec) and 2016 Winter (Jan/Feb) Season  

During the 2015/16 Rabi season (October – March), weather disturbances led to hailstorms, unseasonal 

rains, and high velocity winds and subsequent lodging for some crops in various parts of the country.  

The total area of 1,506,000 hectares was affected in varying magnitudes.  This is slightly larger than the 

size of the State of Connecticut in the United States.  Reports indicate that an area of 602,000 hectares 

planted under different crops was affected by this weather and the remaining 904,000 hectares was 

planted in wheat.   

  

As per the Ministry of Agriculture, a total of 246 Districts in 10 States have been declared as drought 

affected during the 2015/16 season.  The states of Karnataka (both for Kharif and Rabi), Chhattisgarh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and 

Rajasthan have submitted memoranda seeking recognition as drought affected.  Once recognized the 

states can seek and receive financial assistance from the National Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF).  The 

governments of Rajasthan and Haryana reported crop losses due to hailstorms that occurred in February 

and March 2016 though no memoranda have reportedly been filed.  

 

 

 

  

  

  

Author Defined:  

http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/lrf_1_2016.pdf
http://www.imd.gov.in/pages/weeklyweatherreport.php
http://www.imd.gov.in/pages/heatwave.php
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